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8 civilians 
killed in drone attack in  
Sudan’s North Kordofa region 
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 LR: Light Rain  HR: Heavy Rain  LS: Light Snow  
 TDS: Thundershower  LC: Light Cloud  SNY: Sunny

GLOBAL
WEATHER

Australia (Canberra)   18 2 SNY
Indonesia (Bali) 27 18 LR
Italy (Rome) 34 22 SNY
Japan (Tokyo) 26 21 LR
Malaysia (Kuala Lumpur) 33 26 LC
Maldives (Male) 30  28 LC
Mauritius (Port Louis) 25 19 SNY

Singapore 32 28 SNY
South Korea (Seoul) 30 24 LR
Switzerland (Bern) 23 12 LC
Thailand (Bangkok) 32 27 LR
Türkiye (Ankara) 22 13 LC
UAE (Dubai) 39 33 SNY
Vietnam (Hanoi) 30 26 LR
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KATHMANDU

FEARS of  a second wave of  
flash floods loomed large in Ne-
pal after authorities issued a 
fresh warning on Friday follow-
ing an increase in the water 
level in the Bhotekoshi River 
area, as the death toll from the 
flood-related devastation 
crossed 547.

The National Disaster Risk 
Reduction and Management 
Authority (NDRRMA) said the 
rise in the water level at the 
same site raised the risk of  an-
other flood in the area.

The warning comes after a 
massive flash flood swept 
through Rasuwa and other 
parts of  central Nepal on 
Wednesday, killing hundreds 
and causing widespread dam-
age to settlements, roads, bridg-
e s  a n d  h y d r o p o w e r 
infrastructure.

“The water level mixed with 
mud has increased at the same 
place where the flash flood oc-
curred on Wednesday, and there 
is a risk of  more flooding in the 
area,” the authority said in a 
fresh notice.

The NDRRMA urged people 
involved in search and rescue 
operations, as well as those 
staying in the Bhotekoshi and 
Trishuli areas for various rea-

sons, to remain highly alert and 
immediately move to safer plac-
es if  they face any risk.

Earlier, Nepal Police issued 
an alert after receiving infor-
mation that a water dam on the 
Tibetan side had burst again.

“Information has been re-
ceived that the water dam on 
the Tibetan side has burst 
again,” Nepal Police said. How-
ever, the Nepal government 
clarified there was no informa-
tion about any dam bursting. 
Government spokesperson and 
Education Minister Sasmita 
Pokharel said this while speak-
ing to journalists following Fri-
day’s Cabinet meeting, accord-
ing to the Onlinekhabar news 
portal. “There is no informa-
tion that a dam has burst any-

where. Since glaciers have bro-
ken off, water mixed with mud 
has overflowed in several plac-
es,” Pokharel said. “No major 
immediate risk has been ob-
served, but it is necessary to re-
main alert.” 

Pokharel said the govern-
ment was maintaining continu-
ous communication with the 
Chinese government through 
the Ministry of  Foreign Affairs 
and had been informed that 
there was no major risk. 

Chinese authorities have also 
said water flow in the Bhoteko-
shi River area of  Nepal’s 
Rasuwa district has increased, 
but maintained that a lake 
formed upstream was stable 
and had not burst, the Rising 
Nepal Daily reported. PTI

KATHMANDU 

BODIES of  people swept away 
by the devastating Bhote Koshi 
floods in Nepal are being recov-
ered far downstream, over-
whelming morgues and forcing 
authorities to set up temporary 
facilities to store and identify 
the remains, according to a me-
dia report.

Bodies recovered from 
Rasuwa and Nuwakot have 
been found as far downstream 
as Chitwan, Tanahun, Nawal-
parasi, Gorkha and other dis-
tricts, with morgues in several 
areas running out of  space, 
T h e  K a t h m a n d u  P o s t 
reported.

The Bhote Koshi flash floods 
struck Nepal on Wednesday, 
sweeping through Rasuwa and 
other districts before surging 
downstream along the Trishuli 
and Narayani river systems, 
causing widespread loss of  life 
and damage to settlements, 
roads, bridges and hydropower 
infrastructure.

In Chitwan, where the 
number of  recovered bodies 
has exceeded hospital capacity, 
authorities are preparing a 

temporary body storage centre 
in Bharatpur, the report said.

An unused building of  the 
Industrial Enterprise Develop-
ment Institute on Vidhyut Road 
in Bharatpur Metropolitan 
City-10 will be converted into 
the facility, following a deci-
sion taken at a meeting chaired 
by Chitwan Chief  District Of-
ficer Ganesh Aryal on Thurs-
day, it said.

Early Thursday, 137 bodies 
were recovered along the Chit-
wan stretch of  the Trishuli and 
Narayani rivers, between 
Phishling and Golaghat, with 
recoveries continuing. PTI

Morgues run out of storage 
space as more bodies foundDisaster caused by 

glacier collapse: China 
China on Friday said the collapse 
of a high-altitude glacier in Nepal 
may have triggered the massive 
flash flood disaster that engulfed 
the Tibet-Nepal border, killing 
hundreds and causing widespread 
damage. “According to analysis, 
the disaster may have been 
triggered by the collapse of a 
high-altitude glacier in Nepal,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lin Jian said

Fear of fresh flood in Nepal as river swells
People in Bhotekoshi and Trishuli areas urged to stay vigilant 

People stand near a collapsed bridge 
after flash floods at Devighat in Nepal’s 
Nuwakot district on Friday |  AFP

Bodies temporarily kept at Trishuli 
camp in Nepal’s Nuwakot district on 
Friday  |  AP

TRUMP’S ‘SHORT’ 
IRAN WAR HITS 
6-MONTH MARK

WASHINGTON

US President Donald Trump 
arrives at an awkward mo-
ment for his presidency on 
Friday as the US-Israel war 
against Iran reaches the six-
month mark, a notable mile-
stone for a conflict that the 
Republican leader repeat-
edly assured Americans 
would be a “little excursion” 
lasting a matter of  weeks.

The war isn’t over, though 
Trump claims that through 
bombs and blockade, he has 
already devastated Iran’s 
leadership, military and 
economy.

And this week 
his administration 
said it would turn 
its focus to increas-
ing economic pres-
sure — rather than 
military action — 
to try to finish off  Iran. The 
shifting strategy centres on 
threats to punish any coun-
try or entity that continues 
to conduct business with 
Tehran.

The turn to using sanc-
tions as the cudgel of  choice 
comes as the administration 
weighs diminished muni-
tions stockpiles after months 
of  war, sparking concerns 
that the prolonged conflict 
could undermine US mili-
tary readiness in other parts 
of  the globe.

As the conflict grinds on, 
Trump’s talk of  finding a 
quick end to the war also ap-

pears to be fading. He 
stressed this week that he’s 
“not in a hurry” to get Iran 
back to the negotiating ta-
ble, and he continues mak-
ing the case that the Islamic 
Republic’s leadership is on 
the ropes.

“They’re not paying their 
troops. They’re in deep trou-
ble. They have very little ca-
pacity,” Trump told report-
ers Thursday. “We don’t 
want to speak to them. We’re 
not looking to meet or any-
thing,” he said.

It’s unclear how — or if  — 
Trump will address the six-
month anniversary of  a con-

f l i c t  t h at  h a s 
already cost the 
United States more 
than USD 37.5 bil-
lion and done dam-
age to his popular-
i t y  a h e a d  o f  

critical November elections 
for his party. The president 
is spending Friday in Hou-
ston, where he’ll honour the 
Artemis II NASA crew for 
their 10-day mission around 
the moon earlier this year.

Meanwhile, Iran left the 
door open to diplomacy on 
Friday, but only if  Washing-
ton abandons its pressure 
campaign.

“Putting diplomacy back 
on track isn’t impossible. It 
hinges on US understanding 
of  one simple fact: pressure 
doesn’t work,” Iranian For-
eign Minister Abbas Aragh-
chi posted on X. AFP

OSLO 

KING Harald V of  Norway, 
who went into exile in the 
United States as a child dur-
ing the Nazi occupation of  
his homeland and refused a 
string of  potential brides 
from the European nobility 
so he could marry his long-
time sweetheart, died Friday. 
He was 89.

Harald was Europe’s old-
est monarch. The popular 
king modernised the royal 
house, making it more open 
to the public and the media, 
but refused to follow in the 
footsteps of  other aging 
monarchs who have abdicat-
ed in recent times. His son 
automatically became King 
Haakon VIII. 

Like other royal houses in 
Europe, the Norwegian mon-
archs serve a largely sym-
bolic role, enjoying celebrity 
status while real power in 
the democracy of  5.5 million 
rests with an elected parlia-
ment. Harald was crowned 

after his British-born father, 
King Olav V, died in January 
1991, and reigned during an 
oil-and-gas-driven economic 
boom in his country.

“A whole nation is in 
mourning and the people of  
Norway are left with a deep 
sense of  gratitude for a long 
life in the service of  Nor-
way,” Prime Minister Jonas 
Gahr Støre said in a state-
ment. “For more than three 
decades as monarch, Harald 

V demonstrated an unwa-
vering faith in the Norwe-
gian people. He helped us to 
see the best in ourselves — 
and in one another.”

Unlike other European 
royals who abdicated, Har-
ald made it clear he intended 
to reign until his last breath. 
“The oath I’ve sworn before 
parliament lasts as long  
as my life, that’s how simple 
it is,” he said repeatedly. 
 Agencies

King Harald V, Norwegian monarch  
who ‘modernised’ royal house dies

People walk up the famous Karl Johans gate street leading up to the Royal 
Palace to pay tribute to the late monarch in Oslo; (inset) King Harald V | AFP, AP

Greece scrambles 
fighter jets after 
Turkish drone 
seen over airport
ATHENS

GREECE scrambled F-16 fight-
er jets Friday as a drone report-
ed to be from Turkey flew over 
one of  the country’s airports, 
media and a military source 
said. “A Turkish drone illegally 
penetrated” Greek airspace 
near the northeastern port of  
Alexandroupolis, near the bor-
der with Turkey, “prompting 
the immediate air force mobili-
sation,” state broadcaster ERT-
news said.

European countries are on 
heightened alert for drone in-
cursions after several high-pro-
file incidents recently linked to 
the Ukraine-Russia war, which 
is now dominated by armed un-
manned aircraft.

Greece and Turkey, though 
both in NATO, also have ten-
sions between them stemming 
from competing claims over 
land and sea boundaries. Greek 
authorities have counted an in-
creasing number of  drone in-
cursions since 2025.

ERTnews reported that the 
drone on Friday flew near the 
runway at Alexandroupolis air-
port as a passenger plane pre-
pared to depart, and the “Greek 
F-16s that were on standby took 
off  immediately”.

News outlet Ekathimerini re-
ported that the passenger air-
craft was told to use a different 
runway.  AFP

WH construction blamed for 
Trump copter’s close call with jet 
WASHINGTON 

THE ongoing White House construction 
contributed to radio problems that kept 
air traffic controllers from hearing calls 
warning that President Donald Trump’s 
helicopter was getting ready to take off, 
so they cleared an airline jet to take off  
just as Marine One took to the air earlier 
this month, federal investigators said 
Thursday.

The week before the president’s heli-
copter got too close to that Envoy Air jet 
near Ronald Reagan Washington Na-
tional Airport, air traffic controllers 
and Marine One pilots met to discuss 
controllers not receiving the standard 
three-minute warning call ahead of  Ma-
rine One flights, according to a prelimi-
nary report from the National Trans-
portation Safety Board. 

They made plans to relay radio calls 
through someone else if  there were fu-
ture problems but that was also unsuc-
cessful on the day of  the Aug. 4 
incident.

Communication issues came up again 
on Thursday, when air traffic control-
lers at the Reagan airport weren’t able 
to hear Marine One and had to ask a 
support helicopter for help just before 
takeoff. “I can’t hear Marine One,” an 
air traffic controller says to the support 
helicopter. “If  you hear Marine One, can 
you let me know?”

A little over a minute later, communi-
cation was functioning normally again 
for the afternoon flight to Joint Base An-
drews outside Washington, according to 
recordings posted by ATC.com. It was 
not immediately clear what caused the 
brief  issue.

President Donald Trump arrives on Marine One at the Ellipse near the White House on Friday, August 21 |  AP

E X P R E S S  R E A D
US court: Pentagon’s ban of Anthropic unlawful

Washington: A US federal judge ruled Thursday that sanctions imposed 
by the Trump administration against AI giant Anthropic were illegal, 

finding that the government punished the company in a row over military 
use of its technology. Anthropic infuriated Pentagon chief Pete Hegseth in 

February by insisting its technology should not be used for mass 
surveillance or fully autonomous weapons systems. President Donald 

Trump in response ordered every government agency to stop using 
Anthropic’s products, while Hegseth labelled the company a “supply 

chain risk” to national security. “The empty invocation of national 
security is not a blank check to punish and retaliate against government 

critics,” Judge Rita Lin said in a 59-page decision seen by AFP. 

Russia steps up attacks, residents urged to flee
Kyiv: A drone attack early Friday killed one man in Kherson, hours after 

authorities urged residents to leave as intensifying Russian attacks on the 
southern Ukrainian city risk cutting power supplies ahead of the long 

winter. Russian forces are positioned on the opposite bank of the Dnipro 
River, which borders the city briefly occupied by Moscow in 2022,  

making it particularly vulnerable to shelling. The drone attack early Friday 
in Kherson’s Korabelnyi district killed a 61-year-old man who was taken  

to hospital with a “penetrating chest wound”, Yaroslav Shanko, the  
head of the Kherson city administration, said. Three others wounded  

were taken to hospital in the Dniprovsky district. AFP


